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Presentation  

of Christ  
in the temple 

Pietro Faccini  
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Lord, now lettest 

thou thy servant 

depart in peace 

according to thy 

word. 

For mine eyes 

have seen thy 

salvation, 

Which thou hast 

prepared before 

the face of all 

people; 

To be a light to 

lighten the 

Gentiles and to be 

the glory of thy 

people Israel.  
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From the Editors From the Ministry Team 

When you are 
reading this, 
Christmas with its 
thanksgiving and 
hope will be a distant 
memory, as will the 
start of the new year, 
with its promise and 
good intentions. We 
are now well into 2020, and planning, where 
we can, for what may happen in its course.   
 It has been an unusual January, with 
unseasonably warm weather bringing the 
plants and bulbs to earlier blooming. Even 
the Seville oranges were ready earlier than 
usual, so the marmalade is made and the 
pots all stored ready for the rest of the year. 
Now we are looking forward to the expected 
pattern of the church’s year: the start of Lent 
on 1st March, Mothering Sunday and Easter – 
which is already foreseen in the shops as they 
put out their Easter wares.  
 I find it a comfort that some things 
stay the same, that we have always the 
annually repeated pattern of significant 
Christian dates and occasions.  This year is 
going to bring us in other matters so much 
uncertainty and concern; at the end of 
January we have, as we leave the European 
Union, the expected separation from the rest 
of the continent with all that that will mean, 
and we continue to be overshadowed by the 
actions of a dangerously irresponsible 
American President.  

At such times it is of the utmost importance 
to be reminded of what is really essential, 
significant and eternal in the way we live our 
daily lives.  The church’s calendar, rather than 
the secular one, will help us to do this. 

     
     Jill Hancock  

O ne thing I’m 
learning in 

ordained life is that 
people tend to notice 
when you do 
something different 
to your hair.   
 Going from long hair to short hair is quite 
possibly the most unexpectedly missional thing I 
have done as a curate…opening the door to 
conversation and connectivity with a range of 
people.   
 Some have even approached me exclaiming 
at the top of their voice “You’ve cut your hair!” and 
it has been a chance to laugh and talk with the 
whole parish.   
 I am sure that this level of noticing extends 
beyond the Curate’s new haircut.  And extends to 
our collective life in the Spirit.  And to a level of 
excitement in the Gospel.  Leading to radical 
transformation on the inside not simply outwardly.   
 God is within us, the very ground of our 
being.  And from this more spacious and grounded 
place one naturally connects, empathises, forgives 
and loves.   
 This Candlemas may God live and love in us 
and through us.  May all that we do flow from the 
deep connection with the Divine and with each 
other.    

Yours in Christ 

    Sam Cullen 
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Charles -  King and Martyr:   1600 -  1649 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S ome people reading this article may 
find it difficult to accept that it is 

appropriate to consider King Charles I as 
a martyr in the Church.  
 He is still commemorated as a martyr on 
30th January each year in the Anglican lectionary 
even though much of the ceremony surrounding 
that day was abolished in 1859 by royal and 
parliamentary authority. 
 The definition of a martyr is one who is 
killed or is willing to die for their faith and this 
definition does apply to this king in that he believed 
completely in the apostolic succession within the 
church. This means that he believed that when 
bishops, priests and deacons were ordained or 
consecrated they were in direct succession to Jesus 
and his disciples through the sense of touch and the 
holiness of the laying on of hands.  
 It is said that had Charles been willing to 
give up on this conviction he might have been 
spared the axe and saved his throne and his life. 
However he believed that the Church of England 
was truly “Catholic” and should therefore maintain 
the Catholic episcopate. By dying for this belief 
Charles saved it for the future. ( Interestingly and 
contrary to this belief we now know that during the 
Second English Civil War Charles had made an 
engagement with the Scots to introduce 
Presbyterianism into England in return for the aid of 
the Scots’ forces on the Royalist side in the war.) 
 Another intertwined factor which led to the 
beheading of this king was the fervent belief of the 
Stuart monarchy from James I onwards in the 
“divine right of kings.” This asserted that kings 
derived their authority directly from God and could 
not (indeed must not) be held accountable for their 
actions by any earthly authority such as parliament. 
This belief,  if  firmly adhered to, led to a completely 
autocratic ruler answerable only to God and it relied 
upon the king’s benign intentions towards his  

 

 

 
subjects for them to have any sense of being justly 
and fairly governed. 
 High church Anglicans, (who themselves 
supported the twin beliefs of the pure apostolic 
succession and the divine right of kings),  together 
with fervent Royalists, were responsible for having 
Charles I added to the Church of England’s liturgical 
calendar as a martyr at the Convocations of 
Canterbury and York in 1660 at the Restoration of 
the monarchy. 
 Until it was withdrawn in 1859 this prayer 
was always used in 30th January in the Church of 
England as Charles, King and Martyr was 
commemorated. 

We implore the mercy of God, that neither the Guilt 
of that sacred and innocent Blood, nor those other 
sins, by which God was provoked to deliver up both 
us and our king into the hands of cruel and 
unreasonable men, may at any time hereafter be 
visited upon us or our posterity. AMEN                                                                                       

    Sylvia Roberts 

[Please note that during the Christmas season the BBC 
screened a series of three programmes entitled, “Killing a 
king – Charles I.” It was an excellent and well researched 
programme which explains the history of Charles I’s 
beheading in its context. If you have “Catch-up” facility on 
your TV I do recommend it. S.R.] 

“King Charles I 

 in three positions” 

Anthony Van Dyck 

(Royal Collection) 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthamanglican.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2016%2F10%2FKing-Charles-1160x480.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fnorthamanglican.com%2Fwhy-we-should-remember-st-charles-king-and-martyr%2F&docid=Jdxddw_UzWS7G
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ROOM FOR HIRE! 

The Seward Room at St 

Mary’s Church, Buriton is 

available for hire. It is just 

right for small meetings or 

children’s parties.  Facilities 

include a fully equipped 

kitchen with ample cups & 

saucers etc, toilets, plenty of 

tables and chairs, and a flip 

chart.  Cost £6 per hour.  

Contact: Jane-Marie Nixon 

seward.room.bookings 

@stmarysburiton.co.uk 

 

What’s new in  

Buriton  

this month? 

We are here to worship God, welcome all and grow together in faith and love 

Buriton News 

Buriton Post Office 

Every Friday morning 

9.30am- 11.30am 

 in the Seward Room.  

Easy parking  

no queues!   

Tea, coffee  

and company! 

Fair-trade biscuits, tea, 
dried fruit, chocolate etc. 

and cards and  
postcards for sale 

 

F ollowing the successful uptake of 
trial meetings at the end of last 

year, a regular opportunity has been created every 

Friday morning to gather in the Lady Chapel to read 
and discuss the readings for the coming Sunday, 
making this an important part of our preparation for 
worship. 

 The Marriage Preparation day  
for all those getting married in St Peters, St Mary’s and St Mary Magdalen, 
Sheet, will take place at Buriton once again this year. The clergy of all three 
churches take part in offering couples an opportunity to consider together what 
being married means, and includes the importance of communication and 
hearing the experiences of couples already married. 

 The kitchen in the Seward Room has been completely refitted, 

with more, and more usable, storage, and a dishwasher. 

 We were all shocked to hear of the sudden and unexpected death 

of Martin Smith, husband of our assistant sacristan Gill. Martin was a popular 
member of our community. Their daughter Lily was a former member of St 
Peter’s choir. Please keep Gill, Holly and Lily in your prayers. 

 The Rev’d Doug Banyard, whose funeral took place at Steep 

Church in January, had the care of the church in Buriton for several years during 
the 1990s. St Mary’s has been asked to host a service of thanksgiving for his life 
on Saturday 8 February at 2pm to which all are welcome. 

 Lent begins this month on Ash Wednesday 26 February, 
when there will be a service of Holy Communion with the opportunity to be 
ashed as a symbol of our penitence. This Lent we are once again fielding a 
number of congregation members to   speak about their own faith and how that 
affects the way they live and think. David Normington, David Symmonds, 
Vanessa Dowse and Charlotte Dryden are our speakers for Speaking Faith which 
will take place on Monday evenings, repeated on Thursday afternoons. See 
church noticeboard and our pew sheet for details. 
             Judith Bee 
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T he Tuesday Night Discussion this 
month is about Being Humble. Do you 

realise your dependence on God?  How can we walk 
humbly? Come and join this friendly discussion group 
on Tuesday 4th February in the church meeting room. 
Coffee at 7pm, discussion begins at 7.30pm.  

The Thursday Night Talk is on the third 
Thursday of the month—18th February, also at 

7pm. This month there will be a talk on the building of St Peter’s—saints, 
sights and sounds. 

On Sunday 9th February, we will be welcoming our Mission Partners 

from CMS, Chris and Suzy Wilson, to preach at the Sunday 9.30am service. 
Chris and Suzy work at  the St Frumentius Theological College in Gambella, 
Ethiopia and will be speaking to us about their time there. 

Lent begins at the end of this month. There will be a service of 

Ashing on Ash Wednesday, 26th February at 7.30pm. This is a service of 
confession and preparation for the season of Lent. Please look out for more 
information about Lent courses towards the end of this month. 

Looking ahead to the beginning of March, we look forward to 

welcoming a choir of local women and girls who will be singing in aid of 
Refuge, the charity for women and children against domestic violence. Their 
concert will be on Saturday March 7th at 7.30pm. 

Congratulations to Rev’d Samantha Martell who was licensed as 

Priest-in-Charge of All Saints’, Ryde and St. Michael and All Angels’, Swanmore 
on the Isle of Wight on Sunday 26th January. 
      Will Hughes 

Petersfield News What’s  
happening  

in  
Petersfield? 

On Saturday 1st February, all 

the couples who are being 

married in Petersfield, Sheet 

and Buriton will be meeting 

for a Marriage Preparation 

Day to discuss married life 

beyond the wedding day. 

The choir will be singing the 

beautiful traditional service of 

Choral Evensong on Sunday 

9th and Sunday 23rd February 

at 6pm. 

Rev’d Helen Mitchell is 

leading a “pilgrimage at 

home” this month and next, 

called the Open Door Retreat.  

While all spaces have been 

filled, please do speak to 

Helen if this is something in 

which you would be 

interested in the future. 

R
E

F
R

E
S

H
! 

 

Café @ St. Peter’s 
Church 

Thursdays 

10.00-12.00 

Real coffee and 
homemade cakes.  

No charge - all 

welcome! 

 

FAMILY RUN HOMES WHERE 

QUALITY CARE & A FULFILLING 

LIFESTYLE GO HAND IN HAND 

DOWNS HOUSE 

01730 261474 

A graciously appointed home with all rooms  

en-suite, large public areas, lifts to all floors and 

landscaped gardens. 
 

STROUD HOUSE 

01730 265691 

A friendly, comfortable care home for  

the elderly and mentally unsure, offering  

dementia care in a safe, homely 

environment. 

 

www.southdownscare.co.uk 
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Activities for 
Children and Young 

People during  
term time  at   

St Peter’s 
Play Together 

For babies and toddlers, 
Play Together  is in the 

Church Hall every 
Monday morning from 

9.30 during school  
term time.    

Junior Church 

3-11 year olds can join 
the Junior Church, which 

starts in the hall at 
9:20am, then joins the 
rest of the church for 

communion. On the first 
Sunday of each month 

Junior Church and older 
church are all together 
for the whole All Age 

Communion. 

 SPY A.M.  

11+ can join SPY (St 
Peter’s Youth), which 
starts in church, then 
goes to the meeting 

room for a discussion 
during the sermon and 

prayers 

   S.P.Y. Page

S.P.Y. page compiled by  

Will Hughes  

 

Pizza and Planning 

The next of our Pizza and Planning evenings 

will be Pizza, planning and board games! It’s 

on Thursday 30th January in church at 7pm.  

Bring your palm crosses to church in 

February, so the Vicar can burn them! He 

uses them to make the ashes for Ash 

Wednesday! 

Wednesday 26th February is Ash 

Wednesday – at 7:30pm there’s a special 

service to start Lent with a bang! We’ll 

receive the cross in ashes on our heads. 

 

What will you do to come closer to God in Lent? 

 

Would you like to join the serving team on Sunday mornings? 

Are you interested in controlling the sound system? Would you 

like to lead the prayers? Talk to the vicar to find out more. 

One-to-one after-school tuition 

Does your child need help.... 
With Common Entrance? 
With GCSE English, Maths, French, German, 
Latin? 
With just self-confidence perhaps? 
I am a local retired teacher. 
MRS JEFFERY B.A. Hons, Dip. Ed., L ès L. 
(01730) 263889.   References available. 
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News  from Chris and Suzy in Gambella 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends, 

 Greetings from Gambella. We returned this 

weekend, having travelled to Thailand to attend a 

family wedding. It was good to spend time with family 

and we were able to enjoy a very restful holiday 

there. 

 It's been straight back to work for us. We 

have a team from Trinity School for Ministry 

(Ambridge, USA) here at the minute led by Bishop 

Grant (our old Bishop). Please pray that they would 

enjoy their time working with the students, clergy and 

lay-leaders and that the training would be a blessing 

to the church here. We also have Joanna Cox 

returning to teach English for four weeks – it will be 

lovely to have her around, and pray too that the 

teaching goes well for her and the students. 

 We also have our newest faculty member, 

Trent, coming to visit us later in the month. Please 

pray that he would enjoy this initial visit and that God 

would help us to develop a good relationship with 

him so that we will be able to encourage one another 

and work together well here. 

 Unfortunately, our house was broken into 

when we were away and a few things were taken. 

We’ve heard lots of conflicting stories about this since 

coming back. It’s all a bit of mess and it seems it may 

be linked to some of the negative church politics that 

we’ve been in the midst of for most of this year. A 

security guard (who is normally very good at his job) 

has been asked to resign as a result of the incident 

and we’re suspicious that others with something 

against him may have used this as a pretext to push 

him out. Please pray that this security guard would be 

vindicated if it has been wrongly pinned on him. And 

pray too for us, for wisdom and encouragement as we 

try to stay faithful in a very complex community 

where it's not always easy to know who to trust. 

 

Many thanks, and best wishes for the New Year, 

  

                                                    Love, Suzy and Chris  

Advance information 

Chris and Suzy will visit St Peter's on Sun 9th Feb  

and will speak at the 9.30 Eucharist  



8 

Have you met?  

 

    
                                      

 

Phil and Denise Griffiths 

Phil and Denise are faithful members of St. Peter’s congregation and 

have been for over 30 years. They met at a dance in Southsea when Denise 
was a Nursery Nurse and Phil was working for Brickwood’s Brewery in the 
accounts department and were married in 1963 so are celebrating 57 years of 
marriage this year. They bought their first house in Fareham and around that 
time Phil began working in local government in the Education department in 
Portsmouth. Later he became Registrar at Fareham Technical College for 
some years before moving to the post of Registrar and Clerk to the Governors 
of Kingston College. Until recently Phil has served at both the 8am and 9.30 
services and has also been an assistant to the Sacristan when required.  
 Phil and Denise had two boys – Simon and Matthew - who grew up 
and went to school in Fareham before going on to university resulting in 
excellent and responsible jobs for them both. In the prime of their lives first 
Simon and then Matthew were struck down with Primary Progressive 
Multiple Sclerosis – which is the most virulent strain of that illness. 
Southampton Hospital and the Leonard Cheshire homes at Lee Court and 
Fryers House at Romsey were some of the places where these young men 
were lovingly and carefully nursed and where Denise and Phil were constant 
visitors but very sadly Simon lost his fight for life in 2003 and Matthew in 
2017. Denise and Phil have felt great strength during these testing years from 
their abiding Christian faith and from many friends – especially those in St. 
Peter’s. They have recently moved into a beautiful apartment in central 
Petersfield. They firmly believe their boys are very near to them and that they 
will be reunited with them when their own time comes to pass on.  

Felicity Mackilligin 

Felicity has lived in Petersfield for well over fifty years and is a regular 

worshipper at St. Peter’s. She was actually born in Kent and has led a truly 

international life – firstly as a young woman of determined independence she 

lived in both France and Belgium to improve her French, followed by a 

secretarial course in London. Later she married Bill, after a whirlwind 

courtship and they had postings with the Royal Navy to Singapore for two and 

a half years, to Ankara in Turkey for two years and later to Norfolk, Virginia in 

the USA for three years, where Bill worked for NATO. In 1954 Felicity and Bill 

had a daughter, Fiona, who was joined in 1956 by a brother Neil. While they 

were away Felicity did a number of “temping” secretarial jobs before, in 1975, 

on their return to Petersfield, focussing her energies on the Petersfield Club 

for the Disabled (as it was known then, now called Petersfield Welcome)  and 

she is still faithfully supporting that organization today. She fondly 

remembers the Joint Charities Garden Party which was held annually in their 

garden with a host of local charities involved. Both her children are married 

and she has four grandchildren and four great grandchildren. Sadly Bill 

suffered a fatal stroke in March 2017 aged 92. Felicity misses him keenly but 

continues to enjoy living in her family house and welcoming visits from family 

and friends, with the occasional holiday abroad. 

               compiled by Sylvia Roberts 



9 

Home Library Service 
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H.C.C. Library Consultation 

Hampshire County Council is asking people 
who live, work and study in Hampshire to 
have their say on proposed changes to 
libraries. A 10-week public consultation opened on  

Janary:    

• the emerging vision for Hampshire’s Libraries to 
2025;   

• the level of need for library services in specific local 
communities; 

• proposed changes to the Library Service and the 
potential impacts; and  

• any alternatives that respondents may wish to 
propose.    

The County Council is committed to providing a high-
quality library service, fit for the future, that responds 
to a new generation of library customers. Therefore, we 
feel the right thing to do is focus the resources we have 
on where they will be of most benefit - to make the 
library service relevant in a way that will improve the 
literacy, life chances and wellbeing of Hampshire 
residents.  
 At the same time, Hampshire County Council is 
facing an anticipated budget shortfall of £80 million by 
April 2021. The council is having to look across all its 
services to find savings which can help to bridge this 
gap and the Library Service is required to identify £1.76 
million towards the overall savings target. 
 The proposals in the consultation have been 
carefully thought through and offer a genuine 
choice.  As well as increasing income and improving 
business efficiency, the consultation includes proposals 
for changes to the way services are delivered. This 
includes options to close up to 10 council-run libraries 
and reduce opening hours in others. It also considers 
exploring better ways to deliver library services in 
deprived communities. 

 These proposals may affect a library or libraries 
where you currently collect and return loaned 
collections. No decisions will be made until all the 
consultation responses have been fully 
analysed.  However, we will keep you informed and 
work with you to manage the impacts of any 
changes.  Please do use the consultation response form 
to identify any impacts the proposals might have on the 
services you deliver. 
 Full details of all proposals can be found at 
www.hants.gov.uk/library-consultation – we also have 
printed copies of the information available to read in 
our libraries. Please share this information within your 
own organisation and encourage your colleagues to 
participate in this public consultation. 
 The consultation is open until Wednesday 18 
March 2020. Feedback received will inform decisions to 
be made by the Executive Member for Recreation and 
Heritage in summer 2020. If you have any questions 
about the public consultation or its impact on your 
organisation please email the Hampshire County Council 
Insight & Engagement Unit insight@hants.gov.uk 
Many thanks, 
Emma Noyce  
Head of Libraries  
Hampshire County Council, Castle Hill, Winchester, 
Hampshire, SO23 8UL  
Telephone: 01962 845319          

 

http://www.hants.gov.uk/library-consultation
mailto:insight@hants.gov.uk
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News from St Peter’s Choir  

C ongratulations  also to John Deavin, one of the longest serving 
members of the choir, on being awarded a Lifetime Achievement 
award by TOPRA (The Organisation for Professionals in 

Regulatory Affairs) 

John has worked in the pharmaceutical industry since the early 1960s. 
He started as an analytical scientist, before migrating to regulatory 
affairs which became the focus of his career. 
 He has published over fifty articles covering a wide variety of 
topics and has been actively involved in the delivery of quality 
healthcare products and regulation through analytical research and 
other avenues. 
 He has challenged entrenched legal positions on the 
borderline, faced personal and career challenges in both 
pharmaceutical and medical device regulatory affairs - in an unbroken 
period from 1962 to the present day. 

John with his award and with his son  

Andrew, who also works in Regulatory 

Affairs and is a former chorister in St 

Peter’s Choir 
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Lent books - Sylvia Recommends 

Y ou may be thinking about choosing a book to use during Lent  

which this year begins on  26th February – Ash Wednesday .   

Here are a few suggestions of books which you may find helpful. Most of them are newly published this year.   

A few have been available for some years. We include a brief outline of the content of each of the books.   

                                                                                                      Sylvia Roberts 

At home in Lent by Gordon Giles 
Telling the story of Lent through 47 household objects and focussing especially 

on the Seven Rs of Lent – Regret, Repentance, Resolution, Recognition, Recon-

ciliation, Renewal and Resurrection. 

Reflections for Lent 2020   by Lucy Winkett, Steven Croft, 

Christopher Herbert and John Pritchard 

Designed to enhance your spiritual journey through the 40 days of Lent. 
Reflections on the Common Worship Lectionary readings written by leading 
spiritual writers 

The Wind, the Fountain and the Fire  
 by Dom. Mark Barratt 

A Benedictine monk of Worth Abbey offers a Lenten pathway through scripture 
opening the gateway of sacred imagery as a mode of prayerful reflection. Each 
week of Lent a different image – The Dust, The Mountain, The Well, The Light  
and The Tomb 

The Heart’s Time by Janet Morley 

A poem a day for Lent and Easter. A poem appropriate to the themes of the 

season together with a short reflection for each day and a couple of questions 

to ponder. The purpose is to use a poetic text as the basis for slow reflection 

during Lent and Eastertide. 

 

The Nail by Stephen Cottrell 

Each of the seven chapters is focussed on a different key character who de-
scribes his or her experience of the Passion of Jesus. The Nails used to crucify 
Christ are used as a jumping off point for the question – “Who killed Christ?” 
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        Concerts in St Peter’s in February 

Saturday February 15                              7.30pm                           

Southern Pro Musica 
Conductor: Jonathan Willcocks 

An Entertainment by Candlelight 

Stravinsky - The Soldier's Tale 

Walton – Façade 

F ollowing the great popularity of its 'sell-out' Candlelight concerts in St Peter's in previous years, 

Southern Pro Musica returns with two colourful and entertaining works for narrators (musician/actors 

William Godfree and Lisa Walker) and chamber orchestra – conducted by Jonathan Willcocks.   

Stravinsky’s The Soldier’s Tale was premièred in 1918 and tells the story of a soldier who trades his 

violin to the devil in return for unlimited economic gain – with unforeseen result and strong moral conclu-

sion. Walton – Façade also sprang into life shortly after the 1st World War, brilliantly colourful music from 

the young Walton surrounding Edith Sitwell’s eccentric poems. 

Tickets: £18 (£5 for 18 and under) available from the Petersfield Visitor Centre, Petersfield Library (01730

-268829)e-mail: petersfieldinfo@btconnect.com  

                                       website: www.southernpromusica.org                         Wine Bar

Tuesday February 18                                   1.00pm 

The FB Pocket Orchestra 

W e welcome back the atmospheric, yet vibrant, FBPO with a  charm-
ing collection of songs that will make you wish you had been born some 

100 years ago. Listeners are taken  back to the hot jazz, blues, ragtime  
and  popular dances of the 1920/30s and earlier.  

Admission free                                                 Retiring collection 

Bring your lunch                                                      Coffee on sale 

Lent in plain sight by Jill J. Duffiel 

God is often at work through the ordinary; ordinary people, ordinary objects, 
ordinary grace. God communicate Epiphanies, Salvation, Revelation and 
Reconciliation. It is through the mundane that we hear God’s quiet voice. 

Saying Yes to Life By Ruth Valerio 

The Archbishop of Canterbury’s 2020 Lent book is “Saying Yes to Life” by Ruth Valerio. 
Ruth was one of the inspiring speakers at our last diocesan conference and is 
passionate about our care for the environment; she is presently Global Advocacy and 
Influencing Director at Tearfund. The book uses the creation story from Genesis 1 to 
consider how the days of creation relate to environmental, ethical and social concern.   

This theme fits in well with Bishop Christopher’s Lent Appeal which this year is for 
environmental concerns 

mailto:petersfieldinfo@btconnect.com
http://www.southernpromusica.org
https://wordery.com/saying-yes-to-life-ruth-valerio-9780281083770?currency=GBP&gtrck=SWt0c3VrY1JSWi81My94Tml2ZWVVU0M2YWpWWEp6aTVhZVBOdXN0UmpVcjlkV3ZWMjJ0VzVhZkxWK0o4d0tqVHFsNHg4aVBGek1TUVhFUkpHaWpYc0E9PQ&gclid=CjwKCAiAsIDxBRAsEiwAV76N8xXewwTqeCwbKbCyOniE
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Spiritual Accompaniment  and you 

A s with any kind of journey, it can be helpful to 
have a companion or guide travelling with you on 

your journey of faith. You don’t need to be especially 
religious or holy, for this to be helpful for you!  This 
guide has traditionally called a “spiritual director”, but 
that can be a misleading term, as a spiritual director 
will not tell you what to do.  

 A spiritual director or companion or guide is there to foster and en-
courage your relationship with God; and by meeting with you regular-
ly, and by listening attentively to your experience, to help you become 
more aware of where God has been working in your life. They may 
also suggest avenues of exploration, reading material, or ways of pray-
er, to help you to deepen your relationship with God. Typically, you 
would expect to meet with a director or guide 4-8 times a year, for an 
hour or so, and reflect together on your experience of life and prayer 
over the last months. 

 
 

                                                                        Spiritual Accompaniment and me,  
Gillian Druce writes: 

I  first enquired about Spiritual Direction after 
Gerald’s death some five years ago.  

 In regular meetings since then my Director has listened pa-
tiently as I tried to explain my faith, my relationship with God.  She 
has made suggestions to help me explore different ways to pray, 
read, respond, listen.  She has answered my questions and chal-
lenged me.  She is firm, but never criticises.  The regular meetings 
keep me on my toes (I function better if I have to report back!). As I 
share my ups and downs, I am learning to be totally honest with her, 
with myself, with God.  I am learning to discern God in every situa-
tion. 
 It is a privilege to have an experienced Christian walk along-
side me on my pilgrimage.  I have been challenged and encouraged.  I 
am learning to create some real space in my life for the Lord and I 
find He comes with gifts of love and assurance beyond measure. 
Why did I wait for a crisis before asking for help in my walk with God? 

What next? 

If you are interested in exploring whether Spiritual Direction would be helpful for you, do speak to a member of 
the clergy, or you could contact the Diocesan spirituality advisor, The Revd Dr Ruth Tuschling:  
Ruth.tuschling@portsmouth.anglican.org   023 9289 9686, who keeps a list of spiritual directors in the diocese, 
and can help you to find someone who will suit you.  
         Helen Mitchell 

 

mailto:Ruth.tuschling@portsmouth.anglican.org
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 St Mary’s, Buriton 
 Website: www.stmarysburiton.church 
 Rector:   The Rev’d Canon Will Hughes 
 Parish Priest: The Rev’d Judith Bee 
 tel. 01730 269390  
 e-mail: parishpriest@stmarysburiton.co.uk 
 Baptism Enquiries: Charmian Reeves 
 tel. 01730 264284  
 Hall Booking Secretary: Jane-Marie Nixon 
                e-mail: seward.room.bookings@stmarysburiton.co.uk  
 Wedding Enquiries: Lynne Ashcroft 
       tel. 01730 231709   

St Mary Magdalen, Sheet 
Website: www.sheet.church 
Vicar:  The Rev’d Richard Saunders 263673 
 e-mail: richard@sheet.church 
Honorary Assistant Clergy: 
 The Rev’d Mick Micklethwaite 893303 
Readers:  Linda Clist 262312 
 Bob Slade 269160 
Youth Worker: David Loveless david@sheet.church 
Parish Administrator: Rebecca Whelan 
Office Hours – Wed-Fri 9.15-11.30am 
 tel. 01730 302695 
 e-mail: admin@sheet.church 

Editorial Note: All expressions of 
opinion in The Rock are personal 
ones. We welcome contributions 
and letters from all who read it.  
Advertisements: The management 
team is not able to check on any 
goods or services advertised in The 
Rock and so, to the extent 
permitted by law, it is unable to 
accept any liability as regards the 
quality of such goods or services. 

Sheet Weekday Services 

Wednesdays  9am Holy Communion 

Oasis: 2nd and 4th Thursdays 4pm at the Half Moon 

Contact details 

 St Peter’s, Petersfield 
 Website: www.stpeterspetersfield.org.uk  
 Vicar:  Rev’d Canon Will Hughes  
 tel. 01730 260464  
 e-mail: revwillhughes@btinternet.com  
Assistant Curates  Rev’d Dr Sam Cullen 
                    e-mail: revsamcullen@gmail.com 
Associate Priest: Rev’d Helen M Mitchell  
 e-mail: revhelenmitchll@stpeterspetersfield.org.uk   
 (tel. 07453 366 770 ) 
Honorary Assistant Clergy:  
 The Rt Rev’d Ian Brackley 
 The Rev’d Sylvia Roberts 
 The Rev’d Anthony Smyth 
 The Rev’d Andrew Stamp 
 Reader:  Melanie Evans 
 Parish Administrators: Jessica  Flatt  and Kate Lloyd Jones 
Office hours: Monday - Friday 10am-12pm   
 tel. 01730 260213 
 e-mail: st.peters_petersfield@btinternet.com 
 (also for Hall bookings,  
 Baptism and Wedding Enquiries) 
 Rock Editorial Committee 
David Francombe, Jill Hancock (editors),  Will Hughes, Jill 
Watts, Sylvia Roberts, Christine Rushton, Judith Bee,  
 Helen M Mitchell,  

2020 Vision 

Buriton Weekday Services 
Thursdays   6pm Holy Communion.  
Morning Prayer  8.15am  
Evening Prayer   5.30pm 
Morning and Evening are normally said on Mondays, 
Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 

    It’s May and June, and then September 
  The poets praise, and some remember March, 

As did our local Edward Thomas 
    Before he fell in ’17 in France. 

Another Thomas, Dylan, down in Wales 
  Lauded wild, cold October gales. 
Browning and Chaucer rated April 

The swelling buds, the re-birth signs. 
    But February? Who can enjoy 

Its bleakness, damp and rime?  Perhaps shy 
  Lovelorn maids desiring frantically 

  A Valentine, and wives who hope to dine romantically . . .  

     Or someone like me, born an Aquarian, aware 
Of mid-month mildness returning often: 

A kind of respite pre-Spring weather softening. 
    Doubtless the future will bring forth 

A range of shock surprises, crises of climactic climate change,  
  And then, maybe, we’ll love the months we love to shun, 

Admiring February roses, basking in hot January sun. 

  “Dream on”, I hear you say. 
“You know full well that you’d prefer   

    To have been born in May.” 
                                                                       Peter Walker 

 

St Peter’s Weekday Services 
Mon - Fri  9.00am Morning Prayer  
  5.00pm Evening Prayer 

Friday  11.00am Holy Communion 
Saturday 9.00am Morning Prayer  
  9.30am Holy Communion 



Parish registers for  
December & January 

        
St Peter’s, Petersfield 
Funerals 

Susan Weaver 

Elsa Cox 

Tony Lapham 

Irene Smith 

Pamela Riva 

Joyce Martin 

Stephen Owen 

Baptisms 

Lena and Harry Moore-     

                Hemsley 

Marriage 

Jessica Welborn and Tom      

                Hutchinson 

St Mary’s,  Buriton 

Funeral 

Martin Smith 

Baptism 

Toby Duncan Benjamin    

                 Nicholls 

St Mary Magdalen, 

Sheet 

Funerals 

Leonard Potter 

Pamela Calder 

Hugo Hornsby 

Frances Whitaker 

Roger Stubbings 

Alan Stallard 

Services during February 2020 

Sunday February 2 (Candlemas) 
St. Peter’s                      8:00am          Holy Communion BCP 
                                        9:30am  All Age Eucharist 
                                        6:00pm Healing Service 
St. Mary’s Buriton       8:00am Holy Communion BCP 
                                      10:00am First Sunday Eucharist 
St Mary Magdalen       8:00am Holy Communion                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
             10:00am 10 O’clock Service 
                                        (The Ark in Sheet Village Hall starting off in church) 
Sunday February 9 (Third Sunday before Lent) 
St. Peter’s               8:00am  Holy Communion BCP 
               9.30am  Parish Eucharist  
               6:00pm  Choral Evensong 
St. Mary’s Buriton     10.00am Parish Eucharist  
   6.00pm     Service of meditation in the Taizé  
  tradition 
St Mary Magdalen       8 :00am  Holy Communion BCP                                                                                                                 
 10.00am Communion with Ministry of Healing  
  (The Ark in Sheet Village Hall starting off in church) 
Sunday February 16 (Second Sunday before Lent)  
St. Peter’s                      8:00am  Holy Communion BCP 
   9:30am  Parish Eucharist    
   6:00pm  Sunday Night Service 
St. Mary’s Buriton     10:00am  Parish Eucharist 
St. Mary Magdalen     8:00am  Holy Communion                                                                                                                                                                                  
  0:00am Ten O'clock Together   (for all the family) 
   6.30pm Evening Celebration 
 Sunday February 23  (Sunday next before Lent)  
St. Peter’s   8:00am  Holy Communion BCP 
                                        9:30am  Parish Eucharist  
   6.00pm          Choral Evensong 
St. Mary’s Buriton     10.00am          Parish Eucharist and Holy Baptism 
   4.30pm          Family Teatime Service   
St. Mary Magdalen      8:00am         Holy Communion BCP                              
 10.00am          Holy Communion 
                                         (The Ark in Sheet Village Hall starting off in church) 
Wednesday February 26 (Ash Wednesday) 
St. Peter’s   7.30pm Holy Communion with imposition of Ashes 
St. Mary’s Buriton       7.30pm      Holy Communion with imposition of Ashes 
St. Mary Magdalen     8.00am          Holy Communion with imposition of Ashes 
  8.00pm          Holy Communion with imposition of Ashes 
 

ROWLAND'S 
Funeral Services 

Est. 1934 

1, St. Peters Road, Petersfield. 

Tel: 01730 262711 

Website: 

www.rowlandsfuneralservices.co.uk  

http://www.rowlandsfuneralservices.co.uk

