
Compline on Wednesday of Holy Week. 
  

The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 
  

The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.  
Amen. 
  

Our help is in the name of the Lord 
who made heaven and earth. 
  

Most merciful God, we confess to you, 
before the whole company of heaven and one another, 
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed 
and in what we have failed to do. 
Forgive us our sins, heal us by your Spirit 
and raise us to new life in Christ.  Amen. 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray 
That you, with steadfast love, would keep 
Your watch around us while we sleep. 
  

From evil dreams defend our sight, 
From fears and terrors of the night; 
Tread underfoot our deadly foe 
That we no sinful thought may know. 
  

O Father, that we ask be done 
Through Jesus Christ, your only Son; 
And Holy Spirit, by whose breath 
Our souls are raised to life from death. 
  



 Psalm 51 

  
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 
Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your 
sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you 
pass judgement. 
Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 
You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my 
secret heart. 
Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 
whiter than snow. 
Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed 
rejoice. 
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 
me. 
Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy 
spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return 
to you. 
Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my 
tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt-offering, you 
would not be pleased. 
The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, 
then you will delight in right sacrifices, in burnt-offerings and whole 
burnt-offerings; then bulls will be offered on your altar.  
 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
  
  
  
 

  



A reading from Luke 22:54-62 
Then they seized Jesus and led him away, bringing him into the high 
priest’s house. But Peter was following at a distance. When they had 
kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter 
sat among them. Then a servant-girl, seeing him in the firelight, stared at 
him and said, ‘This man also was with him.’ But he denied it, saying, 
‘Woman, I do not know him.’ A little later someone else, on seeing him, 
said, ‘You also are one of them.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I am not!’ Then 
about an hour later yet another kept insisting, ‘Surely this man also was 
with him; for he is a Galilean.’ But Peter said, ‘Man, I do not know what 
you are talking about!’ At that moment, while he was still speaking, the 
cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the 
cock crows today, you will deny me three times.’ And he went out and 
wept bitterly.  
 
A short meditation will follow. 
The silence will end with the responsory: 
  
  

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
  

Now, Lord, you let your servant go in peace:  
your word has been fulfilled.  
My own eyes have seen the salvation; 
which you have prepared in the sight of every people; 
A light to reveal you to the nations;  
and the glory of your people Israel. 
  

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be for ever.  Amen. 
  

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,  
that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. 
  

Prayers 
  

Heavenly Father, we pray for our homes and those we love. 
Keep far away from them all harm and evil;  
let your holy angels dwell with them to give them peace;  
and may the blessing which your loving presence brings be with them,  
tonight and always. Amen. 
  

Lighten our darkness Lord, we pray,  
and in your mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of your only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
  

The Lord’s Prayer. 
 

The Conclusion. 
  

In peace we will lie down and sleep;  
for you alone, Lord, make us dwell in safety. 
  

Abide with us, Lord Jesus, 
for the night is at hand and the day is now past. 
  

As the night watch looks for the morning, 
so do we look for you, O Christ. 
  

May God bless us, that in us may be found love and humility,  
obedience and thanksgiving,  
discipline, gentleness and peace. 
Amen. 


